THE JUDICIAL AND FISCAL SYSTEM

being referred from one to another. Three new forms of judicial
body were created: (i) one judge in every canton, with the English
title ofjuge depaix (justice of the peace), was charged with settling
disputes of small importance by a process of conciliation or by a
summary procedure; (2) criminal causes were tried on a system
modelled on that of England, at assizes held by a judge with the
assistance of a jury of citizens; (3) a purely French creation, the
court of cassation, to which was assigned the function of main-
taining the unity of judicial procedure throughout the whole of
France by reversing judgments contrary to the law.

With regard to finance, the Assembly first abolished the taille,
which had become very unpopular because it was assessed upon
the taxpayers of every parish 'according to every man's capacity
to pay5 - that is, in practice, according to the arbitrary estimate
of the asseeurs collecteurs (assessor collectors), who were chosen
among the inhabitants and were responsible for collecting the
amount due. The Assembly next abolished indirect taxes, the
gabelle, or salt-duty, and the aides, or tax upon liquors, of which
the people had a horror on account of the domiciliary visits of the
commis des aides (clerks of the aides] and the gabelous, or collectors
of the gabelle. And, lastly, it abolished even the tobacco monopoly
and the octrois, or tolls levied on goods entering the towns. All that
remained were the customs duties and the registration duties upon
sales and inheritance.

The Assembly disapproved on principle of indirect taxation, on
account of its unequal incidence opon consumers. In order to
avoid the word imp6t (impost) it created direct contribution, whicha
with a view to preventing arbitrary assessment, were based solely
upon external signs of wealth; the names given them have sur-
vived to the present day - the contribution fonctire, levied upon real
estate, the contribution mobiliere, levied upon the residence and its
contents, and the patentes, levied according to profession.

In accordance with the doctrine of the economists, the Assembly
applied the principle of freedom in the economic sphere; it abolished
corporations and guild regulations and proclaimed the freedom of
the individual to manufacture and sell goods. But it admitted
none but contracts between individuals and forbade all associations
either of workmen or of employers; the strike continued to be an
offence punishable by imprisonment.
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